
 
Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission 

Expert Group on follow-up of national progress towards 
reaching BSAP nutrient reduction targets 
Riga,Latvia, 12-14 March 2014 

 

LOAD 7-2014, 3-7 

 

 

 Page 1 of 2  
 

Document title Outline for an annual follow up on progress in fulfilling Contracting Parties new CART 

Code 3-7 

Category CMNT 

Agenda Item 3 – Future Follow-up progress in load reductions and annual reporting 

Submission date 10.3.2014 

Submitted by Chairman of LOAD 

 

Background 
This document includes a draft outline for an annual follow up report on progress in fulfilling Contracting 

Parties nutrient reduction commitments (new CART) from the Copenhagen 2013 HELCOM Ministerial 

Declaration. The general structure for a core indicator is outlined in document 3-3. A general introduction 

on core pressure indicator on nutrient input and the follow up on progress in fulfilling new CART is given in 

document 3-4. In document 3-5 is described why a nutrient pressure indicator should be separate from the 

annual follow up on Contracting Parties progress in fulfilling their nutrient reduction commitments (new 

CARTs). The core pressure indicator on nutrient inputs is outlined in document 3-6. 

Following up Contracting Parties reduction commitments from the Copenhagen 2013 HELCOM Ministerial 

Declaration it is necessary to calculate the water- and airborne nutrient inputs that can be assign to each 

Contracting Party and further to quantify transboundary nutrient inputs entering  Baltic Sea sub-basins. For 

all Contracting Parties receiving waterborne transboundary inputs there is a difference between the actual 

waterborne inputs entering Baltic Sea sub-basins at the river mouth including input from direct discharging 

point sources and the waterborne inputs that should be assigned to originate from the Contracting Parties 

(their net waterborne input). In order to quantify the proportion of the transboundary waterborne nutrient 

inputs entering the sea (= net transboundary input) it is necessary to quantify (or estimate) the 

transboundary waterborne inputs at the border between countries and the retention in downstream 

situated countries receiving these inputs. The net transboundary waterborne inputs should then be 

deducted from the waterborne inputs quantified at the mouth. Then the net waterborne inputs originating 

from each Contracting Party and from non-Contracting Parties can be quantified/estimated.  

EMEP can directly quantify (model) atmospheric inputs from all Contracting and non-Contracting Parties 

together with from other sources as shipping. 

The annual report on following progress on fulfilling new CART should focus on per country net water- and 

airborne nutrient inputs to Baltic Sea sub-basins with nutrient reduction requirements, and further on net 

transboundary water- and airborne nutrient inputs from non-Contracting Parties and from shipping (for 

shipping on some non-Contracting parties only atmospheric deposition). 

To smooth impact of changing weather condition on nutrient inputs flow normalized waterborne and 

normalized airborne inputs will be used. Trend analysis will be performed for flow normalized country pr. 

sub-basin net waterborne and net transboundary inputs on time series from 1994/1995 to the latest 

available year. 

Further an average of latest three years normalized water- and airborne inputs for each Contracting Party 

will be compared with the country input ceilings pr. sub-basin having a new CART, and also net 

transboundary inputs are compared with inputs ceilings if possible. 
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Finally statistical test on “reaching the reduction requirements with statistical certainty” will be tested with 

the developed “traffic light system” described in the statistical report developed under HELCOM PLC-6 

project, but this is pending on further clarification for adjustments/changes in the developed statistical 

methodology after CARTS have been change to net inputs from countries. 

In order to make an operational assessment of progresses in fulfilling new CART for autumn one year, it is 

necessary with a complete dataset by spring same year. By spring the dataset must be quality assured, and  

if not all data are reported by CPs, the LOAD core group should be mandated to fill in data gaps in 

accordance with the agreed criteria defined in the PLC-5.5 report without having to get separate agreement 

from CPs every year. It is necesssary to get data also on transboundary inputs to and retention within 

countries recieving transboundary inputs. If part of these data are not reported with agree methods for 

estimating net transboundary inputs must be agree upon.The draft annual progress report on fulfilling new 

CART to be draftet for autumn 2014 could include waterborne 1994-2012nutrient inputs if 2011 and 2012 

data are ready by 1. June 2014. Then it should be possible afterwads to fill in datagaps, make normalization, 

calculation retention, trend analysis, statistical tests etc.  

The draft outline and content will be presented at the LOAD 7/2014 for discussion at the meeting. 

 

Action required 
The Meeting is invited to: 

− scrutinize, discuss and further develop the outline for an annual follow up report on progress in 

fulfilling Contracting Parties nutrient reduction commitments (new CART) 

− agree on how to finalize a final draft for adoption by next meeting (expected in autumn 2014) in a 

group continuing with the responsibilities for HELCOM LOAD issues 

− discuss how the annual follow report can be updated in future. 
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